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Pre-service teachers' perceptions towards disability inclusive education: A training survey of the intensive disability inclusion role model training.

Faculty of Education, Souphanouvong University
Lao PDR

------------------------------------------------------  Abstract  ------------------------------------------------------ 
Though inclusive education policies have been endorsed in Lao education communities, inclusive education, especially for children with disabilities, has not been implemented in many schools. Many children are still at home. One major barrier to providing inclusive education for learners with disabilities in mainstream schools is teachers' lack of preparation. To respond to the challenges mentioned, the inclusive education team at the Faculty of Education (FoE) at Souphanouvong University (SU) developed a training course with the belief that "with the right supports, children with disabilities can learn and grow to become successful adults". The training was designated to empower 50 young student teachers (pre-service teachers) to be inclusive education role models in the remote northern regions of Laos. The aim was to educate and motivate them to become effective ambassadors who can promote, support, and implement changes in their own schools and communities in the near future, advancing the capability of rural schools to deliver quality inclusive education for all students. The training was evaluated using pre-training and post-training survey questionnaires. The results revealed that none of the participants had received any training on inclusive education. After training, the participants have had a high level of confidence (above 4 out of 5) in adopting the lessons learned into their practise, especially indicators of adapting positive and welcoming attitudes, adapting child-to-child strategies, adapting working with other teachers, knowledge of working with parents, knowledge of working with communities, understanding disabilities, understanding special and inclusive schools, and being inclusion role models. 
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