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------------------------------------------------------  Abstract  ------------------------------------------------------ 

This research is an attempt to come up with a new concept of teacher ICT capability that would work in remote rural areas amid international and national crises like COVID-19. It built on the Technological, Pedagogical, and Content Knowledge (TPACK) framework to identify the kind of ICT capability teachers must have in geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas to ensure the provision of quality education amid the pandemic. It examined how the ICT capability of teachers in a geographically isolated and disadvantaged environment transformed during COVID-19. It answered the following questions: 1) what teacher ICT capability do teachers in geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas in the Philippines have before COVID-19?; 2) how has the ICT capability of teachers in geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas transformed during COVID-19?; and 3) based on the results of the study, what new form of teacher ICT capability was formed, and how this capability was recontextualized for geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas? The study used a mixed-methods embedded research design. Qualitative and quantitative data for the study utilized data gathered before and during COVID-19. Descriptive statistics were utilized to analyze the quantitative data. Qualitative data were analyzed with the use of codes and thematic analysis of field notes. Findings showed the ICT capability of teachers before COVID-19, how this capability transitioned during COVID-19, and the factors that propelled the change. Based on the results, a recontextualized teacher ICT capability that describes the teacher ICT capability in the context of geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas was framed. It consists of four components - cognitive dimension, affective dimension, kaizen, and contextual factors. The study recommends that future research focus on a deeper examination of the components of the framework in varying educational settings, including refugees’ education and in other Asian and African countries whose education systems also face technological, socio-economic, health, environmental, and peace and order challenges.

